INZTITOYTO ®OINOZOODIKQN EPEYNQN
AiguBuvtig: AréoToAog A. Migppng

NMPOrPAMMA KATAIPA®HZ, AMNEIKONIZHZ, MEAETHZ, EKAOZHZ KAl ANAAEI=ZHZ
TQN APXAIOTEPQN ENIFPA®QN ENI BPAXQN KAI AIOQN THZ APXAIAZ OHPAZ

1 AuyouoTou 2006

AEATIO TYNOY

To mpwTo 0TAdIO UAOTTOINONG VOGS VEOU gpeuvnTIKOU TTPOYPANPaTOG apxilel Tnv MEPTTTN
oTig 3 AuyouaoTou.

Mpokeital yia éva peifov ox€S10 OAOKANPWHEVNG KATAYPAPNS, YNPIOKAS ATTEIKOVIONG,
OUVOAIKNG MEAETNG, £€KBOONG Kal avdAdeIEng TwV apXaIOTEPWYV ETTIYPAPWYV ETTi BPdXwWV OTN
Zavropivn.

O1 emypagég autég (éva €idog TTpwipou graffiti) eupiokovral xapayuéveg o€ Bpdxoug, aAA&
MEPIKES Kal o€ AiBoug, TN Apxaiag Onpag, otny TTAEIOVOTNTA TOUG CUYKEVTPWUEVES YUPW ATTO TO
lepd Tou ATTOAAWvVa Kapveiou oto NoTioavaToAikd akpo Tng TTOANG, OTTou BPIoKATaV KAl O XWPOG
TEAEONG TwV MNupvoTtradeiwyv utrpooTtd atrd Tov Nad kai 1o FupvAaoio TTapakaTw.

H onpagoia Twv emypaguy eival eEQIPETIKA JEYAAN Kal TTOAUTTAEUPN:

1) Eival ol apxaioTepeg EAANVIKEG ETTIYPAPES, avayOueveg pEXP! Tov 8° . X. alwva. Agixvouv
MIa TTPWTN Hop®ry Tou aA@afATou Kal TNG YAWooag-OlaAéKTOU. TTOAANEG ypdgovTal ek OeCIWV
TTPOG apIoTEPA 1 BouoTpoPnddV.

2) AtroteAoUv opoyev Opdda POPTUPIWY YIA TN MEAETN TNG TTONITIOTIKAG (TTVEUMATIKAG KAl UAIKAG)
CWAG piIag apxaiag AwpPIKAG TTOANG OTN YEWHETPIKA KAl TTPWIMOTATN apXaiki £TTOXN.

3) O1 emypagég cival ev PépEl BPNOKEUTIKOU Kal €V PEPEl EPWTIKOU XapakTthpa. O TTPpwTES
Kataypagouv Beia ovopaTta, evw ol deUTEPES gival ouxva 181IaiTEPA ATTOKAAUTITIKEG. OvouaTta
VEKPWV Eival €TTiIONG xapaypéva o€ AiBoug oav Ta@IKA pvnueia.

21N MEAETN TWV ETTIYPAPWYV Ba eQpappoaBei n TEXVIKA TNG TTOAUQACHATIKAG avaAuong Kal
EVIOXUMEVNG OUVOETNG WNnOIOKAG aTTelkOviong TTou XpnolyoTroindnke kai yia tov dmupo Tou
AepBeviou. Tnv Texvoloyia auth aixung Ba epapuooel o uttelBuvog €18IKOG atrd 1o MaveTTIoTAUIO
Brigham Young Twv H.IM.A., kaBnyntig Gene Ware, d1ebvri¢ auBevtia otn péBodo auth (Mdmupog
Tou louda K.ATT). H xprion Tng TTOAUQOCUATIKAG TEXVIKAG OTIC ETTIYPAPES TNG ZavTopivng Ba eival
MIAOTIKA, yIaTi €ival N TTPWTN QOopd ToU YiveTal epapuoyr Tng HeBOdou ot TETOIO 1IBIOTUTTO
QVTIKEIYEVO.

Eival n mpwTtn @opd Tou avaAauBdveral n TTARENGS HEAETN Kal €KGOON TwV ETTIYPAPUYV, Yid
TEPICOOTEPO ATTO £vaV AIWVA, PJETA TNV OPXIKr dnuoaicuor] Toug atod Tov Hiller von Gaertringen
oT1o Corpus Twv Inscriptiones Graecae 1ng Akadnuiag Tou BepoAivou 1o 1898 kai 1904,

H mpwtn @don Twv epyaciwv uAotroinong tou Tpoypduuatog Ba diapkéoel ammd 3-19
AuyouaoTou eTTi TOTTOU OTRV Apxaia Onpa, he Tapouaia Twv AtréoToAou Migppn, Dirk Obbink
Kal Tou €181IKOU Yn@IaknG atrelkoviong Gene Ware.
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INSTITUTE FOR PHILOSOPICAL RESEARCH
Director: Apostolos Pierris

July 31, 2006

THE ANCIENT THERA ROCK INSCRIPTIONS PROJECT

PRESS RELEASE

The realization of a new Research Project starts this coming Thursday, August 3.

This major Project consists in the integrated recording, digital imaging, complete study,
edition and explanation of the most ancient rock inscriptions in Santorini.

These inscriptions (sort of early graffiti) are found incised on rocks and, some, on stones of
ancient Thera. In their majority, they are located around the sanctuary of Apollo Karneios, the main
cult place of the city, where also the platform in front of the temple was created for the performance
of the Gymnopaideiae (characteristic music and dancing Dorian festival), and the Gymnasium
existed nearby.

These inscriptions are of an especially high and varied significance:

1) They constitute the most ancient corpus of Greek inscriptions, some dating back to the 8"
century B.C., thus representing an original form of the Greek alphabet and dialectal language.
A number of the inscriptions are written from right to left or *boustrophedon*.

2) They form a homogeneous group of evidence for the study of the cultural and everyday life of
an ancient Dorian city during the late geometric and earliest archaic periods.

3) The inscriptions are partly of a religious and partly of an erotic nature. The former register
divine names and epithets, while the latter are often very explicit sexually. Names of the dead
are also to be found on stones as funereal monuments.

Our aim is a complete study of the inscriptions from a linguistic, religious, social and way-
of-life point of view.

In order to extract all possible information of the writing, letters and traces on the rocks and
stones, multispectral analysis and digitally enhanced imaging will be deployed. The method,
utilising space-age technology, will be employed by Prof. Gene Ware, from the Brigham Young
University Laboratory, a world-specialist in this area (Derveni Papyrus, Oxyrhynchus Papyri,
Herculaneum Papyri, Petrie Scrolls etc.). The application of the method to inscriptions hewn on
rock and stock is pioneering and our project is a pilot one in this respect, too.

Furthermore, this is the first time that a new and full study and edition of those important
documents is undertaken after the original excavator of Ancient Thera Hiller von Graertringen
published the inscriptions discovered by him in two volumes of the Inscriptiones Graecae by the
Berlin Academy in 1898 and (supplement) 1904.

The first phase of work will last from August 3 to 19, and will take place in situ, in the
presence of Apostolos Pierris, Dirk Obbink, and Gene Ware: It will involve the first multispectral
shooting of the inscriptions and their preliminary study.
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